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FOR 
EVERYONE!

Sharing Stories. 
Creating Memories. 
Making Connections.



For our 2023 season, we’re inviting you 
back to the Capitol for familiar stories, 
hilarious comedy, incredible live music, youth 
programming, and offerings for audiences 
of all ages. With our friendly volunteers and 
vintage theatre popcorn, every night at the 
Capitol can be one to remember.

For us, the past year has been about more 
than simply putting on great shows. We’ve 
worked hard to upgrade outdated systems and 
make improvements to our venue, while also 
working to create a new Strategic Plan that will 
guide our organization in the years to come. 

Rob Kempson Erin Peirce 
Artistic Director Managing Director

That plan puts a strong focus on Artistic 
Excellence because we want to make the 
very best work for our community. It also 
speaks to a new commitment to Equity, 
Diversity, and Inclusion at the Capitol 
because we believe that everyone in our 
community should feel welcome at the 
theatre. Our plan focuses on Operational 
Effectiveness, as well as Sustainability in all its 
forms, and Community Engagement. We love 
our community and are proud to be creating 
work right here in Port Hope. 

We are thrilled to share what’s next for us 
at the Capitol. And we want you to know 
that we’re listening. We are continuing to 
share a diverse array of work on our stages, 
connect with our audiences, and find more 
opportunities for you to visit our historic 
theatre throughout the year. No matter who 
you are, we’ve got something just for you. 

In 2023, we can’t wait to see you again.  
And again. And again!

Sharing Stories. 
Creating Memories. 
Making Connections.
That’s the Capitol.Photo by Lee Higginson.



GET INVOLVED

JOIN THE CAPITOL CIRCLE 
Becoming a member of the Capitol Circle 
means taking pride in supporting 
your local arts community. There 
has never been a more important 
time to foster the arts and we 
would love to have you along for 
the ride. Members receive exclusive 
offers throughout the year!

The Capitol Theatre is a registered charity. This means 
your membership qualifies for a Canada Revenue 
Agency tax credit. 

Membership starts at just $50.

Find out more at capitoltheatre.com/membership. 

BE A VOLUNTEER 
Volunteers are the heartbeat of our organization. 
Our incredible team helps us to provide a quality 
experience for patrons, through the box office, bar, 
and front-of-house operations. If you’re interested in 
a unique opportunity to give back to your community, 
consider volunteering at the Capitol. 

Find out more at capitoltheatre.com/volunteer. 

HOST AN ARTIST 
We bring more than 60 artists from across Canada to 
Port Hope every season! By offering accommodation, 
you can make a personal connection with an artist 
working on our productions. Our hosting program 
is built entirely around your availability and interest. 
Hosts typically receive $100-125/week, depending on 
the kind of accommodations.

Contact info@capitoltheatre.com  
for more information. 

MAKE A DONATION 
Like all arts institutions in Canada, the Capitol 
Theatre relies on donors to help accomplish 
everything we do. Your support helps us to create 
high quality professional theatre, attract the best 
artists from across the country, partner with local 
organizations and arts organizations, offer community 
programming, and keep our tickets affordable. Just as 
importantly, when you support the Capitol, you are 
helping Port Hope and the region. 

Find out more at  
capitoltheatre.com/become-a-donor. 

SUBSCRIBE AND SAVE 
Subscribers save at the Capitol! In 2022, we 
launched subscriptions for the first time, and they 
proved to be a huge success! So this season, we’ve 
expanded to offer two subscription options:

And if you’re under 30, you’ll save even more!

In addition to the savings that come with each 
subscription, subscribers also receive first access to other 
Capitol activities, 10% discount on select ticket purchases, 
and exclusive access to special subscriber events. 

Find out more at capitoltheatre.com/subscriptions.

Music Lovers’ Subscription 
4 concerts for only $170

Summer Stage Subscription 
4 plays for only $160



A timeless and touching story 
about finding yourself. 

Feeling like she’s in a rut, middle-aged Shirley has 
taken to talking to the wall while preparing dinner 
for her emotionally distant husband. When her best 
friend wins a competition for two to Greece, she 
packs her bags, leaves a note on the cupboard door 
in the kitchen, and heads for a holiday that will alter 
the course of her life.

This classic story, and a hit 1989 film, will touch your 
heart, tickle your funny bone, and make you think 
about living in the here and now.

BY WILLY RUSSELL 
DIRECTED BY KAREN ANCHETA
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The songs and stories that 
celebrate a Canadian icon. 

Canadian Legend Stompin’ Tom grew up in an 
orphanage, travelled throughout Northern Ontario 
playing the bar circuit, faced naysayers of all sorts, 
but he eventually found his success in telling the 
stories of our country. His captivating story is told 
through this unique tribute to “The Man of the 
Land” and a true icon in Canadian music. 

Featuring his greatest hits, such as Bud the Spud, 
Tillsonburg, Sudbury Saturday Night, and of course, 
The Hockey Song.

BY DAVID SCOTT 
SONGS & LYRICS BY STOMPIN’ TOM CONNORS 
DIRECTED BY ROB KEMPSON
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LEAD  
SUPPORTER

ALLAN & ROBIN DINES  
of GANARASKA 
BREWING COMPANY



BY MARIE BEATH BADIAN 
DIRECTED BY MEGAN WATSON

A comedy of confusion based 
on a real-life story! 
In the late 1960s, two Filipino nurses come to work at 
a small-town Saskatchewan hospital. Cultural clashes, 
personality differences, homesickness, and the 
amorous but dim-witted goalie from the local hockey 
team complicate the women’s lives and create chaos 
at the hospital. Add a doctor who is more concerned 
with fishing than his patients, and an overly romantic 
candy striper, and you’ve got the makings of a story 
that will have you rolling in the aisles. 

Based on the true story of her mother’s immigration 
to Canada, Badian’s play is part romantic comedy, 
part farce, and all fun!
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AUG 11 – SEP 3, 2023A hilarious sci-fi smash about  
a man-eating plant. 
Seymour, a hapless florist, is looking for love on Skid 
Row and he finds it in the beautiful Audrey—but 
she fails to notice him. At the same time, he has 
managed to grow a strange new plant, lovingly 
named Audrey II, which eventually helps capture 
her attention and that of his whole community. But 
Audrey II has some pretty particular eating habits, 
setting Seymour on a course that will change his life 
and the whole of Skid Row. 

Based on the 1960 cult classic film, this Motown-
infused musical is sure to make you laugh—and fear 
the words “Feed Me!”

BOOK & LYRICS BY HOWARD ASHMAN     MUSIC BY ALAN MENKEN 
DIRECTED BY ROB KEMPSON
BASED ON THE FILM BY ROGER CORMAN, SCREENPLAY BY CHARLES GRIFFITH  |  ORIGINALLY PRODUCED BY THE WPA 
THEATRE (KYLE RENICK, PRODUCING DIRECTOR)ORIGINALLY PRODUCED AT THE ORPHEUM THEATRE, NEW YORK CITY 
BY THE WPA THEATRE, DAVID GEFFEN, CAMERON MACKINTOSH AND THE SHUBERT ORGANIZATION

 P = Preview Performance 
 ★	= Opening Night!

PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR



A tangled-up panto featuring 
an inquisitive young man. 
Our annual panto returns for another magical 
holiday season at the Capitol Theatre! Magic, 
murder, and mayhem lead the way in this world 
premiere re-telling of the classic fairytale. Featuring 
a hilarious harp, gregarious goose, and a whole lot 
of gold, this musical version of Jack won’t be like 
anything you’ve seen before.

Created exclusively for Capitol audiences, this world 
premiere production is written and directed by award-
winning star of stage and screen, Rebecca Northan.

WRITTEN & DIRECTED BY REBECCA NORTHAN
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A powerful night of music 
showcasing one of Canada’s best! 
Bringing this contemporary songbook to life, 
beloved performer Kelly Holiff (who played 
Doralee in 2022’s 9 to 5: The Musical) performs 
Adele’s most iconic songs. With her powerful 
voice, huge heart, and hilarious stories—and 
backed by a world-class band—Kelly brings 
her own interpretation of Adele’s music in one 
unforgettable performance.

Originally produced by Neptune Theatre, Halifax.

CONCEIVED AND CREATED BY  

KELLY HOLIFF & JEREMY WEBB

DIRECTED BY  

JEREMY WEBB

MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS BY  

SARAH RICHARDSON
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For some of us, life is a musical. 
The overture for Michael Hughes’ life story began 
when he was a child and watched the Judy 
Garland classic The Wizard of Oz with his family. 
How that musical and Garland herself ended 
up guiding his life is the subject of this utterly 
engaging, and beautifully heartfelt, solo show.

Playing to sold out audiences around the world, 
Mickey and Judy promises a night of music in 
our intimate Sculthorpe Theatre that celebrates 
the impact of one of the greatest stars of all time.
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JUL 27 – AUG 6, 2023

BY MICHAEL HUGHES

 ★	=  Opening 
Night!

 P = Preview Performance 
 ★	= Opening Night!



A nostalgic remix of your 
favourite tunes. 
Created by local and regional artists, these unique 
evenings celebrate the top billboard hits of a 
given year. These concerts feature hits you know 
and love, performed in brand new arrangements. 
We’re celebrating the arts community in 
Northumberland County and beyond! 

On April 15, we’ll be showcasing the top hits 
from 1994 such as Mariah Carey’s Hero and 
Aerosmith’s Crazy. On October 7, you can hear 
all the music you love from 1969 like Build Me 
Up Buttercup by The Foundations and Heard It 
Through The Grapevine by Marvin Gaye.

CONCEIVED BY  

JEFF NEWBERRY 
& ROB KEMPSON

MORE MUSIC 
AT THE CAPITOL!

MAR 17: SUCH GREAT BUZZES

SEP 22: THE FIDDLEHEADS

MAY 19: MELISSA PAYNE AND FRIENDS

NOV 10: EVANGELINE GENTLE

Bluegrass, country, celtic, and roots music take the 
Sculthorpe stage in these casual and captivating 
jam sessions. If you love harmonies and strings, this 
series is for you.

CAPITOL KITCHEN PARTY 

Intimate shows with stars from stages across the 
country. Our cabarets are a perfect afternoon out for 
musical theatre enthusiasts, jazz lovers, and anyone 
looking for an up-close and personal experience.

FEB 26 SEP 10JUN 18 OCT 29

CAPITOL CABARET 

We bring the best local artists and live bands to play 
on both of our stages. No matter your taste, there’s 
something for everyone. If you love live music, the 
Capitol is the place to find it.

CAPITOL CONCERTS 

Holding fast to our cinema roots, the Capitol will 
continue its tradition of screening films in our beautiful 
heritage cinema. Stay tuned for MetOpera Live and 
other selected films scheduled throughout the year.

ON SCREEN 

PRODUCTION 
SPONSOR

APR 15, 2023
OCT 7, 2023

BILLBOARD 
1994

BILLBOARD 
1969



Local legends telling local tales. 
Featuring community members in onstage roles, 
Notes of Northumberland will investigate the 
stories, songs, and legends of this community.

Created by the ensemble under the direction 
of Rob Kempson, this production offers an 
opportunity for folks of all ages to create new 
work at the Capitol. Auditions will be held in 
Fall 2022.

CONCEIVED BY  

ROB KEMPSON  
& THE ENSEMBLE
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APRIL 18 – 22, 2023

We are thrilled to partner with several local 
organizations to create meaningful arts experiences 
for our community. This year, we will be working 
closely with SONG (Sounds of the Next 
Generation), Critical Mass, Friends of Music, 
Chamber Factory, Vintage Film Festival and of 
course—the Northumberland Players. If you’d like 
to work with the Capitol, don’t hesitate to reach out!

 ★	=  Opening  
Night!

COMMUNITY

March Break Songwriters Program
In collaboration with SONG, we are thrilled to 
present the March Break Songwriters’ Program 
from March 13-17 at the Capitol. If you know a 
burgeoning songwriter between the ages of 13-18, 
we’d love to help them launch their craft!

Listen Up
Chamber Factory and the Gryphon Trio are 
bringing the Listen Up program to Port Hope, in 
collaboration with the Capitol, Ganaraska Trails 
Public School, and SONG. Working collaboratively 
with teachers, school administrators and community 
partners, this program engages students in our 
community to work with professional artists in 
exploring their own creative expression through 
music, visual arts, and poetry. The culminating 
concert takes the stage on June 1!

YOUTH

Camp Capitol
Now in its third year, our popular camp program is 
expanding! In addition to our two weeks of summer 
programming, we will be offering a March Break 
camp in 2023. Our experienced and caring staff 
will introduce campers to the exciting world of live 
theatre and the backstage magic that makes it all 
come to life–in the beautiful and inspiring setting of 
the Capitol Theatre!

MAR 13 – 17 AUG 21 – 25AUG 14 – 18



www.capitoltheatre.com

905.885.1071

info@capitoltheatre.com

CONTACT US

2023

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

Sharing Stories. 
Creating Memories. 
Making Connections.

PRODUCTION SPONSORS

ALLAN & ROBIN DINES  
of GANARASKA 
BREWING COMPANY


